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Write a poem

This activity, created in collaboration with the Poetry Society, encourages
children and young people to imagine the future of their space through the
process of poetry. Learners will read a poem by Dom Conlon and respond
to it with their own ideas and feelings of what they’d like their site to
include for future generations.

This activity will help learners to create a vision for their Nature Park
through writing a poem, and imagine the impact of changes on people and
nature in the future. If learners haven’t had an opportunity to do so
already, give them a short time to explore their site in preparation.

Teaching time
30-45 minutes

Learning outcomes

e Imagine how they would like nature to be in their local area and their
school in the future

e Contribute their own ideas to form a common vision towards a
positive future

e Listen to others talk about nature and what they value in it, and their
beliefs about respecting it

Step by step

Give learners a copy of “New Gold” by Dom Conlon, one between pairs.
Read through the poem together, and then discuss with your class — how
does it make you feel? What does it make you think of? If we were sending
a message about our learning site in the future, what would we want to
tell people?

From the information you’ve collected so far about your site, and the
opportunities for change, you can start to write down ideas for your vision.
Ask learners to spend five minutes making an idea cloud or mind map in
pairs, of words, feelings and thoughts about how they’d like their site to be
in the future. Think about the five senses, and what sights, sounds and
smells could be added too.

Learners can follow the pattern of “Our message is not written in It
is written in ” to help with their poems. You may want to ask learners
to work in pairs or individually, or you could write the poem as a whole
class.

Try to include six ideas of what your new space isn’t (“Our message is not
written in...”) and what it is (“It is written in...”) and describe them to
create a vision of what it might be like. Give 15-20 minutes for young
people to work on their poems.
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Green Skills

Suitable for

Key Stage 2
Key Stage 3
Key Stage 4

Location

Indoors

Season

Spring
Summer
Autum
Winter

What you’ll need

"New Gold" by Dom Conlon
Plain or lined sheets of paper
Pencils or pens

Key vocabulary

Positive future
Impact
Viewpoints

Support and extension
opportunities

Depending on age group and ability,
can you introduce poetic devices
such as simile, metaphor,
onomatopoeia and alliteration?

Learners may like to decorate or
illustrate some of the ideas in their
poems

How can you share the poems?
Create a display somewhere for
others to read or share them in an
assembly or newsletter. You could
create a compilation of everyone’s
poems in a folder or booklet to
remind you of your vision.
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Step by step (continued)

When you are ready to write your ending, ask the question, “What is your
biggest hope for the change you want to make?” In New Gold, the hope is
for life to carry on. Think about how your changed space will affect
everyone - from all ages of humans to all kinds of wildlife. Keep your
ending very simple and straightforward. This will help it stand out.

After adding their endings, does anyone want to share their poem with the
rest of the group? Can you invite different pairs to share a line or two at a
time? If you worked on the poem together, are there any changes to be
made? How could you improve your poem so that it communicates your
hope for the future?

Reflection

How does reading the poem make you feel? Does it fill you with hope or
excitement for the future? What does it make you want to do next?
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For more quality-assured learning resources visit
www.educationnaturepark.org.uk

Led by

NNA,
§§§H’ng Natural
zZ3 {3z History
ZTAIN I
AN Museum

THE

ROYAL
SOCIETY

N

Partners

Royal
Geographical
Society

with 1BG

74 Learning
1e” through
Landscapes

Manchester
Metropolitan
University

N BN TI'USt .@ ' UK Centre for

Making data work for nature Ecology & Hydrology
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

o
f"\ R

al
'41‘;'1 »
'@.1 -

Commissioned by

&4

Department
for Education

Working with

& esri uk

THE SCIENCE OF WHERE ™





